IN THE A RCU T COURT OF THE
El GHTEENTH JUDI CI AL CIRCUI T
OF FLORI DA

ADM NI STRATI VE ORDER NO. :
05- 20
SUPERSEDES 04- 28 AMENDED

IN RE: ATTORNEYS - COVPENSATION FOR GCOURT- APPO NTED COUNSEL -
JUVEN LE DEPENDENCY ( SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 — JUNE 30, 2005)

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for the orderly appointnent
and conpensation of court-appointed counsel in juvenile dependency
cases in the Eighteenth Judicial Grcuit for the period of Septenber
1, 2004 wuntil June 30, 2005, and to dissemnate the fee schedule
adopted by the Ei ghteenth Judicial Grcuit’s Article V Indigent
Services Conmittee for court-appointed counsel in juvenile dependency
cases;

VWHEREAS, sections 27.40, 27.42, and 27.5304, Florida Statutes,
effective July 1, 2004, provide that the Article V Indigent Services
Conmttee shall establish a registry of attorneys in private practice
to represent clients in cases requiring court appointnent of counsel
and shall develop a schedule of standard fees for court-appointed
attorneys in various categories of cases; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the decisions of the Article V
I ndi gent Services Conmttee for the Ei ghteenth Judicial Grcuit;

NOW THEREFORE, it is ORDERED:

1. For purposes of this Oder, the term “uvenile dependency
cases” shall include cases brought wunder chapter 39,
Florida Statutes, including but not linmted to juvenile



dependency, termnation of parental rights (“TPR'), and

appeal s thereof.

This Adm nistrative Oder constitutes “Attachment A’ to the

uniform contract approved by the Justice Admnistrative

Conmmi ssion for dependency and termnation of parenta

rights attorney services. For services performed from

Sept enber 1, 2004 until June 30, 2005, or unless

unilaterally anended by the Article V Indigent Services

Comm ttee, whichever occurs first, the terns as outlined in

this Administrative Order are in effect.

QUALI FI CATI ONS

Regi stry of Dependency & TPR Attorneys. For any Attorney to

be approved by the Indigent Services Conmittee (“ISC') to

be placed on the Juvenile Dependency and TPR Registry, he
or she nust apply for the Juvenile Dependency and TPR

Regi stry and shall certify one of the follow ng:

(a) | have represented a party as lead counsel or as
secondary counsel in five (5) different cases over the
last three (3) years in which a juvenile dependency
petition was filed; or

(b) | have represented a party in ten (10) different cases
over ny career in which a juvenile dependency petition
was filed; or

(c) | have observed a total of at least thirty (30) hours
of juvenile dependency hearings (which include at
| east six shelter hearings, three dependency trials,
and one term nation of parental rights trial) and wll
agree to attend at |least three (3) hours of continuing
| egal education at the Dependency Court | nprovenent
Project Conference or in another CLE sem nar devoted
to child abuse or neglect per year of enrollnment on
t he Juvenil e Dependency Registry.

Regi stry of Juvenile Dependency & TPR Appellate Attorneys.

The trial attorney shall be the preferentially assigned

attorney for the preparation of the appeal. For any

Attorney to be approved by the 1SC to be placed on the

Regi stry of Juvenile Dependency & TPR Appellate Attorneys,

he or she nust apply for the Registry and certify one of

the foll ow ng:

(a) | bhave represented a party as lead counsel or
secondary counsel in tw (2) different appell ate cases
over the last five (5H) years, including the

preparation and filing of a brief with the D strict



Court of Appeal or with the Suprene Court of Florida,
in a juvenile dependency or termnation of parental
ri ghts case; or

(b) I have represented a party in five (5) different
appel | ate cases over ny career in which | have handl ed
t he appeal, including the preparation and filing of a

brief with a District Court of Appeal or with the

Suprenme Court of Horida, in any type of case.

In addition, to qualify for placenent on the Registry,

each Attorney nust certify that he or she is wlling

to nmentor others attenpting to neet the above

qgual i ficati ons.

ATTORNEY’ S FEES

Attorneys appointed to represent indigent parents in
juveni | e dependency cases shall be conpensated at the rate
of eighty dollars ($80.00) per hour, except for attorneys
specifically appointed by the Dependency Court Judge to
temporarily represent parents in dependency shelter
hearings after February 18, 2005, whi ch  shall be
conpensated at a rate of $150.00 per day inclusive of
costs.

Bl LLI NG OF FEES AND COSTS
Attorneys appointed in juvenile dependency cases nay bil

and shall be conmpensated for paynent of fees. At t or neys
shall bill in tenth of an hour increments (e.g., 0.1, 0.2,
etc.). Attorneys appointed in juvenile dependency and
term nation of parental rights cases may bill, and upon
billing, shall be conpensated for paynent of fees after

conpleting the specified duties necessary to reach the
foll ow ng stages:

a. Shel ter

b Di sposition

C. Judi ci al Revi ews

d After Termnation of Parental Rights Trials/Mmnifest

Best Interest Hearings
Attorneys appointed in juvenile dependency and term nation
of parental rights appeals may bill and, upon billing,
shall be conpensated for paynent of fees after the filing
of all appellate briefs to be filed in such case and then
again at conpletion of the case after a final decision is

rendered by each appeal court. To the extent that billing
and paynent requires preparation of a notion and an order,
Attorneys may include in the billing an anmount not to



10.

11.

exceed 0.5 hours total for the preparation of the billing
and any rel ated notion and order.
COST RElI MBURSEMENT

Attorneys appointed in juvenile dependency cases may bill
and upon billing, shall be reinbursed for the follow ng
costs: in-office copies at the rate of fifteen (15) cents
per page, out-of-office copy reinbursenent in the anmount of
the actual amount expended, postage reinbursenment in the
anount of the actual anount expended, |ong distance call
rei mbursement in the anmount of the actual anount expended.

No fax charges (other than Ilong distance) wll be
rei mbursed. These costs will be reinbursed according to the
Justice Adm ni strative Commi ssion’s policies and

pr ocedur es.
ATTORNEY W THDRAWAL AND DI SCHARGE

An Attorney may, upon approval of the Court, request to
withdraw from a particular nmatter or be excused from
appoi ntnent(s) for good cause shown wthout otherw se
rel i nqui shi ng t he ri ght to conti nue to receive
appoi nt nent s.

MULTI - COUNTY SERVI CE
An Attorney on the Registry for a particular type of case
in one county within the circuit nmay accept appointnments in
anot her county within the circuit for that particular type
of case, but he or she is not required to do so.

OUT- OF-Cl RCUI T TRAVEL
An attorney’s travel within the Ei ghteenth Judicial Crcuit
shall not be conpensable. Qut of circuit travel within the
State of Florida is reinbursable and shall be reinbursed at
the per diem and mleage rates set forth by statute or
regulation for public enployees of the State of Florida,
but the travel nust be approved by the presiding judge
prior to the costs being incurred.

DUE PROCESS COSTS

O her costs such as expert wtness fees, investigative
fees, court reporter fees, transcription costs, interpreter
fees and out-of-state travel shall be paid to the provider
or reinbursed to the attorney according to the Justice
Adm nistrative Conmssion’s policies and procedures, but
the presiding judge nust approve these fees or costs prior
to them being incurred. Service of process costs shall be
paid to the provider or reinbursed to the attorney
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according to the Justice Admnistrative Conmi ssion’s
policies and procedures, but shall not exceed $25.00 per
service or attenpted service. The presiding judge has the
authority to approve amounts in excess of the due process
costs set herein if the presiding judge is satisfied that
such is necessary for the fair and equitable adm nistration
of justi ce.

Expert Fees. Medical doctors and psychol ogi sts shall earn

(a) $175.00 for the first hour or less and $43.75 per
gquarter hour thereafter for out-of-court services
whi ch include, but are not limted to, initial review
of records, testing, witing reports, depositions, and
ot her appropriate services.

(b) $175.00 for the first hour or less and $43.75 per
quarter hour thereafter for in-court testinony.

(c) $85.00 per hour while waiting to testify at court
appearances. $72.50 while waiting to testify at
deposi tions.

(d) $72.50 per hour for travel tine.

O her experts shall earn:

(a) $131.00 for the first hour or less, and $42.75 per
gquarter hour thereafter for out-of-court services
which include, but are not limted to initial review
of records, testing, witing reports, depositions, and
ot her appropri ate services.

(b) $158.00 for the first hour or less and $39.50 per
quarter hour thereafter for in-court testinony.

(c) $79.00 per hour while waiting to testify at court
appear ances.

(d) $65.50 per hour for travel tine.

For all experts, there shall be a nmaximum fee of 20 hours

in TPR cases, and 10 hours in dependency cases.

I nvestigator Fees. Investigators shall earn $50 per hour,

with a maxi numfee of 15 hours.

Court Reporter Fees (including transcripts.) Pursuant to

contract between JAC/ 1 SC and the | ocal provider

Interpreter Fees. Interpreter fees shall be as foll ows:

(a) For Spanish interpreters, $40.00 per hour if court
qualified; or $45.00 per hour if State qualified.

(b) For Creole interpreters, $45.00 per hour if court
qualified; or $50.00 per hour if State qualified.

(c) For sign language interpreters, $50.00 per hour if
State qualified
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(d) For all other foreign |anguage interpreters, $50.00
per hour if Court qualified; or $55.00 per hour if
State qualified.

Psychol ogi cal / Conpet ency Eval uati on Fees. For
psychol ogi cal / conpet ency eval uations, $400 naxi num flat fee
per eval uation.
Process Service Fees. For process service within Florida, a
maxi mum rate of $25.00 per service or attenpted service and
a maxi num of $20.00 per service of process or attenpted
service at a second address. No paynment is paid to private
process for service of process or attenpt of service beyond
the second service or attenpt of service. Process servers
are not to be paid for mleage incurred. Also, mleage is
not paid for process service regardl ess of destination. For
process service outside of Florida, the actual expense
bi || ed.

In-Ofice Photocopies. 15 cents per copy.

DONE AND ORDERED this 28th day of FEBRUARY, 2005.

JAMES E. C. PERRY
JAMES E. C. PERRY
CH EF JUDGE

DI STRI BUTI ON:

Al

Crcuit and County Judges (Brevard and Sem nol e Counti es)

Court Adm nistration (Brevard and Sem nol e Counti es)
Clerk of Court (Brevard and Sem nol e Counti es)
State Attorney (Brevard and Sem nol e Counti es)

Publ i ¢ Defender (Brevard and Seni nol e Counti es)
Sheriff (Brevard and Sem nol e Counti es)

Bar Association (Brevard and Sem nol e Counti es)

Law Li brary (Brevard and Sem nol e Counti es)

County Attorney (Brevard County)



