PARENTING PLAN INSTRUCTIONS

18th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT - BREVARD COUNTY

Effective October 1, 2008, Florida Statutes requires a Parenting Plan be established for family cases involving child(rens) issues.

The attached Parenting Plan includes all the issues the Court requires parents to consider in creating a parenting plan.

1. You may use the attached Parenting Plan form to create your own parenting plan to submit to the Court,

OR

2. You may customize your own parenting plan that includes the issues in the Court’s Parenting Plan, adding other issues you would like included.

As parents, what do we do with a Parenting Plan?

Immediately upon the initiation of a Court filing, familiarize yourselves with the attached Parenting Plan and attempt to agree with the each other on the issues in the Parenting Plan.

I.  IF YOU AGREE ON ALL PARENTING ISSUES IN A PARENTING PLAN


A.  Dissolution of Marriage Cases

Upon filing your Marital Settlement Agreement, your parenting plan must be attached.  When submitting 
your parenting plan with your Marital Settlement Agreement, it will not be necessary to complete 
Sections III and IV of Marital Settlement Agreement.

B. Paternity Cases

The parenting plan must be submitted to the Court along with your Pre-trial Compliance Statement.

II.  IF YOU DO NOT AGREE ON ALL PARENTING ISSUES IN A PARENTING PLAN

Dissolution of Marriage OR Paternity Cases


If there any unresolved issues (parenting, property, distribution of assets/liabilities) you will be ordered 
by the Judge to attend a mandatory mediation session where a mediator will facilitate a discussion of 
your unresolved issues.



a.  If you reach a full agreement in your mediation session, your mediation agreement will serve 


as your parenting plan.


b.  If you are unable to reach an agreement between yourselves or in mediation, each parent 
must submit his/her own parenting plan to the Court along with your Pre-trial Compliance 
Statement.  The Court will determine any issues you are unable to resolve yourselves.

Pro Se Assistance (party not represented by an attorney)

Pro se parties can call the self help office (321-633-7780) to obtain information on what forms need to be completed, the next step in their case, to set an appointment to have the forms reviewed only to see if they are complete, to notarize the documents or set an appointment for the forms clinic. There is no charge for this service. The Family Pro Se Coordinator does not give legal advice, tell a person what the law is, represent them in court, tell them how to testify in court, or tell what their rights are.
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Case No.:          










Petitioner:                                             
Respondent:                                              

This parenting plan is (Choose only one)


(     )
A Parenting Plan submitted to the court with the agreement of the parties.


(     )
A Parenting Plan submitted by or on behalf of:




(Parent’s Name)      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                                                                            

1.
OUR CHILD/CHILDREN:
We agree that we are the parents of


Name:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Born:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Age:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

Name:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Born:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Age:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

Name:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Born:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Age:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

Name:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Born:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                    Age:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

2.
JURISDICTION:



The United States is the country of habitual residence of the child.


The State of Florida maintains the most significant contacts with the child and is the most 
appropriate forum for addressing parenting contact and time sharing.



The State of Florida is the child’s home state for the purposes of the Uniform Child 
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act.



This Parenting Plan is a child custody determination for the purposes of the Uniform Child 
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act, the International Child Abduction Remedies 
Act, 42 U.S. C. ss 11601 et seq., the Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act, and the 
Convention of the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction enacted at the Hague on 
October 25, 1980.


3.
PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY:
Our primary concern has been, and shall remain, the 
best interests of our child/ren.  To that end we agree to the following (check all that apply):


(     ) SHARED PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY:  We accept our responsibility as 
parents and, having considered the alternatives, agree to shared parental responsibility for 
the care of the child(ren). We agree that we shall consult with each other and cooperate on 
major decisions affecting our child/ren.  Such decisions may be related to the physical 
health, mental health, education, religious training and general well-being of our child/ren.


All major decisions will be made by both parents.  If we cannot agree on a 
parental 


decision we agree to submit the issue to:







(     ) Mediation







(     ) A Parenting Coordinator







(     ) Other Professional







(     ) The Court




Unless otherwise agreed, the professional costs shall be paid for by:



(     )
Mother      %

(     )
Father      %

OR



(     )  SHARED PARENTAL AUTHORITY WITH DECISION MAKING AUTHORITY: It is 
in the best interests of the child(ren) that the parents confer and attempt to agree on the 
major decision involving the children. If the parents are unable to agree, the authority for 
making major decisions regarding the child(ren) shall be as follows:



Education/Academic decisions:
(     ) Mother
(     ) Father 



Non-emergency health care:
(     ) Mother
(     ) Father



Religion/Religious training:

(     ) Mother
(     ) Father



Other:




     




(     ) Mother
(     ) Father



     




(     ) Mother
(     ) Father

OR



(      )  SOLE PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY:  We agree that the               (mother 

or father) shall have sole parental responsibility for the child/ren, and shall  make ALL 


major decisions concerning the child/ren’s well being.

4.
(     )  DAY-TO-DAY DECISIONS:  Each parent shall make day-to-day decisions for the 

care of the child/ren while the child/ren is/are residing with that parent.  Regardless of the 

allocation of decision making in the parenting plan, either parent may make emergency 


decisions affecting the health or safety of the child/ren when the child/ren is/are in that 


particular parent’s care.

5.
SCHEDULING:



School Calendar



If necessary, on or before                  of each year, both parents should obtain a copy of 

the school calendar for the next school year. The parents shall discuss the calendars and 

the time sharing schedule so that any difference or questions can be resolved.



The parents shall follow the school calendar of: (choose all that apply)



(     )
the oldest child



(     )
the youngest child



(     )
the school calendar for                             county



(     )
the school calendar for                             school



Academic Break Definition


When defining academic break periods, the periods shall begin at the end of the last 


scheduled day of classes before the holiday or break and shall start on the first day of 


regularly scheduled classes after the holiday or break. 



Schedule Changes (Choose all that apply)



(     )
A parent making a request for a schedule change will make the request as 

soon as possible, but in any event, except in cases of emergency, no less than  



                               before the change is to occur.



(     )
A parent requesting a change of schedule shall be responsible for any 


additional child care, or transportation costs caused by the change. 



(     )
Other                                            .


6.
PARENTING TIME: (Specify parent, days, times)

(     )  The child/ren will spend time with the parents as follows:
WEEKDAYS:

                                                                                                          
WEEKENDS:  
The first weekend with the                  (mother or father) shall be                 .

A.
HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS:
(     )  We agree to share holidays/special occasions and vacations with our child/ren by 
the following plan, which will take precedence over the regular schedule: (Specify 
parent, days, times)




CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR’S SCHOOL BREAK:





                                                                                                                                            



CHRISTMAS EVE/CHRISTMAS DAY:



                                                                                                                                



EASTER:



                                                                                                                                



SPRING BREAK:



                                                                                                                                


THANKSGIVING:



                                                                                                                                
B.
ADDITIONAL HOLIDAYS:  (Religious holidays, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, 
Veteran’s Day, Martin Luther King Day)

                                                                                                                                


(     )  All minor holidays that fall on a 3-day weekend will be spent with the parent who 


    would normally have the child/ren that weekend.
C. OTHER/SPECIAL OCCASIONS:

                                                                                                                                



MOTHER’S DAY AND FATHER’S DAY:



                                                                                                                                



CHILD/REN’S BIRTHDAYS:



                                                                                                                                



PARENT’S BIRTHDAYS:



                                                                                                                                



SUMMER BREAK:



                                                                                                                                
7.
MISCELLANEOUS AGREEMENTS:
(A)
PICKUP AND RETURN TIMES:


There will be a        minute leeway for pick ups/returns.  However, if either parent will 


be late to exchange the child/ren, he/she will call the other as soon as he/she becomes 


aware of the problem.




(B)
TRANSPORTATION:



(     ) The parent sending the child/ren to the other parent will provide 





   transportation.




(     ) The parent receiving the child/ren will provide transportation.




(     ) Unless otherwise agreed, all transportation will be provided by





(     )
MOTHER
(     ) FATHER



(C)
NOTICE:



(     ) We agree that each parent will give the other parent at least           
 



notice as to the non-exercise of his/her parenting time with the child/ren for 



weekdays/weekends and at least            notice as to the non-exercise 




of his/her parenting time for holidays/special occasions/school breaks.




(D)
MISSED PARENTING TIME:



(     ) If either parent must miss his/her parenting time with the children for 



reasons beyond his/her control, he/she will have a comparable make up time 


with the child/ren within            days of the missed parenting time.
8.
CHANGE CHILD/REN’S RESIDENCE:  Any relocation of the child/ren’s residence is 
subject to and must be sought in compliance with F.S 61.
9.
EXTENDED VACATION:  We agree that each parent can take the child/ren for vacation 
out of town/state/country, during his/her parenting time.  For vacations of three days or 
less,            days notice will be provided.  For vacations longer than three days,

           advance notice will be provided.  For any vacation arrangements other than 
above, the parents will agree in writing prior to the vacation.  If the children will be out of 
town for more than one day, each parent will provide the other with a contact telephone 
number and/or address, if known.  If unknown in advance, this information will be provided 
to the other parent promptly upon arrival at the destination.  Reasonable phone contact 
shall be permitted during the vacation.
10.
EDUCATION:
A. For compliance with school requirements, if any, that designate only one parent for a specific purpose, 




(     )
The MOTHER will be designated




(     )
The FATHER will be designated



B.
The address of the (     ) MOTHER (     ) FATHER will determine the 



child/ren’s school district.



C.
The child/ren shall be enrolled and registered in school by




 (     ) Mother (     ) Father

D. Private school by (     ) Mother (     ) Father
E. Home schooling by (     ) Mother (     ) Father
11.
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:

A.
(     ) The parents must mutually agree to all extra-curricular activities before the 


   child/ren are enrolled.

B.
(     ) Either parent may register the child/ren and allow them to participate in the 


   activity of the child/ren’s choice during that parent’s parenting time.


C.
The cost of the extra-curricular activities shall be paid by:




Mother      %

Father      %



D.
(     )  The parent who has the child/ren will transport him/her/them to and/or from 


all mutually agreed upon extra-curricular activities, and will provide necessary 



uniforms and equipment within the parent’s possession.
12.
OTHER AGREEMENTS:
A. First Right of Refusal:  If either parent will require someone else to care for the child/ren for more than               , he/she will offer the first option to care for the children to the other parent, with reasonable advance notice given.
B.  Communication:  (check all that apply)

       Parent-to-parent communication will be by




(     ) e-mail (     ) letter (     ) text message (     ) phone 



(     ) face-to-face (     ) all of the above


      Child/ren-to-parent communication will be by




(     ) e-mail (     ) letter (     ) text message (     ) phone 



(     ) face-to-face (     ) all of the above


C.  Health Care Appointments/Counseling Appointments/Sick Days from School:



                                                                                                                                
D. Parent’s additional agreements, if any: 
                                                                                                                                
13.
OTHER CONTACTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES:


(     ) (a) We agree our child/ren shall have telephone communications and/or online 



communication with each parent:  




(     ) Any time 



(     ) At the following time:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     .  The communication will be 



private, not monitored by the other parent.  Each parent shall keep contact 



information current.



(     ) (b) Each parent shall provide the other parent with a copy of all reports concerning 


the child/ren, including report cards, progress reports, disciplinary reports, as well 


as notification of school programs, recitals, graduations, religious programs, sports 


and other extra-curricular activity schedules.  This information will be provided to the 


other parent promptly upon receipt of the information, and each parent shall have 


the right to participate in and attend special activities in which the child/ren are 



engaged.



(     ) (c) A complete copy of all health care provider reports obtained by one parent  will 


be promptly furnished to the other upon receipt of the information.  Each parent will 


authorize, in writing if necessary, school, health care providers, etc., to furnish the 


other parent complete information upon request.



(     ) (d) Each parent shall notify the other of any serious illness or emergency that may 


arise while the child/ren is/are with him/her, and the parent who is notified shall 



have immediate access to the child.



(     ) (e) We agree that time between parents and child/ren is primarily for the benefit of 


the child/ren.  Thus, we shall not argue or discuss any problems during pick up and 


return
times.



(     ) (f) We agree to foster love and respect between the child/ren and the other parent 


and neither shall do anything which may knowingly disparage or put down the other 


parent or interfere with the other’s natural and continuing relationship with their 



child/ren.


(     ) (g) We realize that our child/ren’s needs will change with growth.  We realize 



further that, as adults, our own life-styles may change with time.  Therefore, we 



agree to renegotiate our parenting plan as needed to accommodate these changing 


needs.



(     ) (h) We agree that neither of us will use the child/ren as messengers for either of 


us, but we will talk directly to each other about all matters concerning the child/ren, 


which will include making time-sharing arrangements.



(     ) (i) We agree that neither of us will discuss the divorce/litigation or any of its 



problems with the child/ren in a way which casts fault on the other parent.



(     ) (j) We agree that neither of us will attempt to influence the child/ren to take sides 



with either parent with regard to any issues in the divorce/litigation.



(     ) (k) We agree that neither of us will question the child/ren about the social life or 



activities of the other parent or attempt to have the child/ren become spies or 



informers on the activities of the other parent.



(     ) (l) We agree that neither of us shall use threats or limit contact with the child/ren 


with the other parent to punish a child’s conduct, or as a means to force payment of 


money, or as a retributive reason if money ordered to be paid is not paid.  We 



understand that child support and parenting time rights are not dependent upon 



each other.



(     ) (m) We agree that neither of us will schedule any event or time usage that will 



interfere with the time the other parent is entitled to without first consulting the other 


parent.


14.
CHILD SUPPORT:


(     ) (A) We acknowledge that each of us is responsible for the support of our child/ren.



(     ) (B) Based upon the father’s net income of $                  per month, and the 



mother’s net income of $                 per month, and after considering the 



guidelines established by Florida law, we agree that commencing                 , 



retroactive to                 , the                  (mother or father) shall give the 



                 (mother or father) $                per                 toward the support 


of our child/ren.  Said support shall continue until the child/ren reach(s) the age of 


majority or otherwise become(s) emancipated.  The parties agree that if any child 


reaches age 18 and is still in high school, performing in good faith with a reasonable 


expectation of graduation before the age of 19, support for that child shall continue 


until graduation from high school if graduation occurs prior to age 19.  This child 



support is allocated as follows: $              shall be paid by                (mother or 


father) on the       day of the month through the State of Florida Disbursement 



Unit as soon as a Court Order is in effect.  Payments under this Agreement shall be 


paid by money order, personal check, or certified check payable to “State of Florida 


Disbursement Unit”, and mailed to: State of Florida Disbursement Unit, P. O. Box



8500; Tallahassee, Florida 32314-8500.  All child support payments through the 



Disbursement Unit shall include the payor’s full name, county being paid, and the 


court case number.  Payments shall be paid directly to the                 (mother or 


father) until a court order is in effect and shall be made by                     (payment 


method).  The service charge is presently 4% of each payment or not less than 



$1.25 nor more than $5.25, and shall be paid with the 
child support payment.
15.
CHILD SUPPORT ARREARAGE: (if applicable) The parties agree (repayment terms) 


                                                                                                                                                                                 
16.
MEDICAL AND DENTAL EXPENSES: We agree to share medical, dental, eye care, 
mental health care, and medically necessary orthodontia expenses for the child/ren as 
follows:



(     ) (A) The                      (mother or father) shall obtain and maintain medical and 


dental insurance to cover the child/ren if reasonably available from employer.



(     ) (B) We agree that expenses not covered by our insurance, including deductibles, 


shall be paid by us according to the following percentages:





Mother      % 
Father       %



(     ) (C) The parents agree the child/ren are not currently covered by health 




insurance, and group health insurance is not available to them at a reasonable rate.  


Therefore, the                      (mother or father) will apply for health insurance 



through Florida KidCare no later than                     .  The parents will share the 



monthly expense for this coverage, as well as any deductibles, co-payments, or 



uninsured medical expenses, according to the following percentages: 




Mother      % 
Father       %



(     ) (D) We agree to use the following procedure to handle payments due from or to 


either of us:  Each party shall provide the other with an identification card and claim 


forms for that party’s use, and whoever incurs the health care expense shall file the 


claim forms.  
Each parent shall pay his/her share of uncovered expenses within 



fifteen (15) days after receipt of the billing statement (or receipt, if paid in advance 


by the submitting parent).  The other party may not be held responsible for payment 


unless given a copy of the bill or receipt.  The billing statements and receipts shall 


be provided to the other who owes the duty to pay within fifteen (15) days after the 


bills are received.  The party having insurance coverage shall also inform the other 


party in writing of the amount which will be paid by insurance.  Any miscalculations 


will be adjusted between the parties after final insurance company action.  The 



responsible party will promptly pay, either the health care provider or the other 



party.  If the other party is paid he/she shall then pay the bill in full within ten (10)



days.  If the bill was paid in advance by the serving party, the responsible party will 


directly reimburse the paying party.



(     ) (E) We agree to share health care, eye care and dental expenses not covered by 


insurance as follows:                                                                                             

17.
LIFE INSURANCE:


(     )  We agree that life insurance is necessary to make certain that our child/ren’s 



needs can continue to be met in the event that one parent should die.  We therefore 


agree 
that the                      (mother or father) shall maintain life insurance on 



his/her life in a face amount of at least $             and shall maintain the policy in 


good standing until the obligation for child support ceases, with the child/ren named 


as the irrevocable beneficiary/ies.

18.
FEDERAL INCOME TAX MATTERS:


A.  Exemptions:


(     ) (a)  We agree that the                      (mother or father) can claim the child/ren as 


dependent(s) for federal income tax purposes for so long as he/she is current in 



child support.

OR


(     ) (b) We agree that the                      (mother or father) can claim                   



and the                       (mother or father) can claim                      as federal tax 


exemptions.

OR


(     ) (c) We agree that the                      (mother or father) can claim the child/ren as 


dependents for federal income tax purposes in       (odd/even) -numbered years 


and the                    (mother or father) can claim him/her/them in       



(odd/even) -numbered years.



B.  Child Care Tax Credit:  We agree that                      (mother or father)  can claim the 


Child Care Tax Credit. 


C.   REQUIRED IRS DOCUMENTS:
(     ) We agree to promptly sign, upon the request of the other parent, any consents or 
other papers required by the Internal Revenue Service to provide the dependency 
exemptions and credits agreed upon between us in this agreement.

19.
CONFLICT RESOLUTION:  The parents shall attempt to cooperatively resolve any 


disputes which may arise over the terms of this Parenting Plan.  If such attempt fails:



(     )  (A) The parents shall use mediation or other dispute resolution methods and 



assistance, such as Parenting Coordinators and Parenting Counselors, before filing 


a court action.


(     )  (B) Mediation or other dispute resolution methods will NOT be required prior to 



filing a court action.

The parties reserve on all issues not mentioned in this agreement.  Any prior orders not modified 
by this agreement remain in effect.


I have reviewed this Parenting Plan and believe it represents my desires.

Father





   Date

Mother




   Date

Address:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                        

Address:      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                         
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                   

     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
                     

IF APPLICABLE:










 ______





Attorney for Petitioner            


    Date 











 ______





Attorney for Respondent            


    Date 
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